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History has the tendency to bring to light some new aspects in allowance to some new researches, 
which immerge in the course of time. Some extra-ordinary facts sometimes become apparent that 
have been previously ignored or wrongly interpreted. 


This was the case of the ‘Khanda’ (double edged 
sword), which adorns the turban of Sri Satguru 
Ram Singh Ji Maharaj. The presence of this 
‘Khanda’ was a complete mystery in the 
Namdhari world, until recently, when it was 
revealed during a world-wide Namdhari zoom 
session. Let me start from the beginning: - 


During the 2020 Covid19 Pandemic, when the 
whole world stood still and people were not 
allowed to meet one another, let alone hold 
religious congregations or meetings, a new . 4 

application came into being and that is the ‘Zoom’, where each ok every person can log on and 
participate in a safe way, whilst meet their friends or members of the congregation. To keep the 
tradition of the “Sangat’ alive, Sri Satguru Uday Singh Ji Maharaj, ordained the Sangat to meet in this 
manner and do a collective ‘Naam Simran’. This was readily obeyed and Sant Sukhdeep Singh with 
his dutiful wife Neeru Chana from London, took over the tedious task of starting this ‘Zoom’ program 
every morning from 4 a.m. to 6.am with a special extended scheduled one on Sundays after 6 a.m. 
The format of this extension was a discussion on various religious, cultural and ‘naam’ related 
subjects. 





In this respect a discussion was held in August 2021 on the life of ‘Baba Maharaj Singh’ — a 
revolutionary freedom fighter and a saintly person. Many aspects of historical facts were exposed 
during the discussion. After some extra research, | have compiled this article, which highlights some 
of the incidents that led to my above subject. | have to start from the beginning that posed the base 
to this article. We shall start with the life of Baba Bir Singh Ji, who initiated the Khalsa’s ‘Shakti and 
Bhagti’ movement, which ran alongside the Sikh Raj of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
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BABA BIR SINGH OF NAURANGABAD 


Baba Bir Singh (1768-1844), soldier-become-religious preacher 
and saint, was born in July 1768 at the village of Gaggobua, in 
Amritsar district of the Punjab. The son of Seva Singh and 
Dharam Kaur. after the death of his father (in one of the 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s campaigns against the Afghan rulers of 
Multan) Bir Singh joined the Sikh army. He participated in 
_ Maharaja Ranjit Singh's campaigns for the capture of Kashmir 
) and Peshawar. After several years of active service, he secured 
his dismissal from the army after he came under the influence of 
Baba Bhag Singh, a Sikh saint belonging to Kuri, in Rawalpindi 
district. Bir Singh took to preaching Guru Nanak's word and soon 
attracted a considerable following in the Majha area. He set up 
his dera in the village of Naurangabad, near Tarn Taran. The 
dera, named Santpura, soon became a popular pilgrimage centre 
where it is said that about 4,500 visitors were fed in the langar 
every day. Such was the influence Baba Bir Singh had acquired 
that a volunteer army of 1,200 musket men and 3,000 horse men 
attended upon him. 





Baba Bir Singh was a true well-wisher of the dynasty of Ranjit Singh and was deeply grieved at the 
disaster which had overtaken it through the envy of the courtiers after the death of the Maharaja in 
1839. During that critical period, Sikh soldiers and peasantry began to turn to him for guidance. On 2 
May 1844, Attar Singh Sandhanvalia, who had been in residence in British India for some time, crossed 
the Sutlej into Sikh territory and joined Baba Bir Singh who was then camping near Harike Pattan. 
Prince Kashmira Singh and Prince Pashaura Singh and many Sikh sardars, including Jawahar Singh 
Nalwa, son of the celebrated Sikh general Hari Singh Nalwa, and Diwan Baisakha Singh, had already 
taken asylum at Bir Singh's dera. Bir Singh's camp had become the centre of a Sikh revolt against the 
Dogra dominance over the Punjab. 


Perturbed at these developments, Hira Singh, the Dogra prime minister of the Sikh kingdom, sent a 
strong force comprising 20,000 men and 50 guns under the command of Mian Labh Singh to attack 
the citadel of Baba Bir Singh. The troops besieged the camp on 7 May 1844. Baba Bir Singh forbade 
his Sikhs not to fight back saying, “How can we attack our own brethren?” He was in meditation in 
the presence of the Holy Book, when he was killed with a shell from the besiegers. Prince Kashmira 
Singh and Attar Singh Sandharivalia also lost their lives in the heavy cannonade and, in the panic, 
hundreds of Baba Bir Singh's followers were drowned in the river whilst trying to cross it. The troops, 
however, never forgave Hira Singh for forcing them into an action which led to the death of a holy 
man. 


Hira Singh tried to atone for what had happened by promising to build a samadh where Baba Bir 
Singh had been cremated, and set aside land yielding Rs 5,000 annually for its maintenance, but his 
critics were far from assuaged. He had to pay for this onslaught on Naurarigabad with his own life 
before the year was out. General Court's battalion, which had played a leading part in the action, 
was boycotted when it reached the headquarters and was always referred to as gurumar (killer of 
the guru or holy man). (Courtesy Sikh-wiki) 


BABA MAHARAJ SINGH 


Baba Maharaj Singh, known as a “freedom fighter”, a “revolutionary”, a “saint”, is the first recorded 
Sikh person in Singapore who had reached there in 1850 as a prisoner of the British. Bhai Maharaj 
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Singh, also described as “Karnivala”, the 
Wonder Worker who couldn’t be caught, 
was born as Nihal Singh in 1780 in Rabbon 
| village of Ludhiana district of Punjab. 


| A man born with a religious bent of mind 
received khande-di-pahul (baptism) to be a 
member of the Khalsa and was duly initiated 
as Bhagvan Singh. He was a very humble 
person and truly following the tenets of 
Sikhism, would see divine light in all human 
beings and address them as “Maharaj”. This 
soon became an integral part of his 
personality and everyone started calling him 
-.., =. .§ as Baba Maharaj Singh. He was initially 

“= es nurtured and trained by Baba Bir Singh. Baba 
a ™ Maharaj Singh succeeded him after his death 
and became the head of the centre at 


ms ~~ Naurangabad. 





Baba Maharaj Singh shifted to Amritsar and established his centre at Samdu ka Talab. He toured the 
Panjab to motivate the Sikhs to save Khalsa raj. He led a movement against the British in the Panjab 
after the first Anglo-Sikh war. Due to his involvement in the Prema plot to assassinate Henry Lawrence, 
the British restricted his movements to Naurangabad and confiscated his property. Baba Maharaj, as 
a result, went underground and was declared not only an outlaw but a reward for his arrest was also 
announced. 


Baba Maharaj Singh, with 600 Sikhs, continued his activities against the British. In 1848 he fought in 
the battles of Ramnagar, Chillianvala and Ravalpindi and exhorted the Sikhs to lay down their lives for 
their country. His courage even won him admirers from the British. Henry Lawrence recorded, “Bhai 
Mahararaj Singh, a Sikh priest of reputed sanctity, and of great influence, was the first man who raised 
the standards of rebellion beyond the confines of Multan in 1848, and the only leader of note who did 
not lay down his arms to Sir Walter Gilberts at Rawalpindi.” 


Baba Maharaj Singh was admired by a number of people and had a large following. McLeod while 
writing a report on Maharaj Singh, writes, “| am convinced that Maharaj Singh is a remarkable person. 
He has all the attributes of a saint. He has unusual self-control and self-confidence. He seems to have 
the power to foresee the coming events and has the qualities of a great leader whom people would 
like to obey.” 


He was even compared to Jesus Christ by Henry Vansittart, the deputy commissioner of Jalandhar, 
who arrested him on December 28, 1849 with the help of an informer. He writes, “The Guru is no 
ordinary man. He is to the natives what Jesus was to the most zealous of Christians. His miracles were 
seen by tens of thousands, and are more implicitly believed than those worked by the ancient 
prophets”. 
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Baba Maharaj Singh was a great influence on people and thousands of people used to come to the jail 
to visit him. The British, fearing another rebellion in Punjab, shifted him to Singapore and kept him in 
solitary confinement, where the great martyr breathed his last. A gurdwara, the Silat Road Sikh 
Temple, at Birkit Merah is dedicated to Bhai Maharaj Singh who was a true living example of Sant- 
Sipahi, a saint as well as a warrior. (Courtesy Kulbir Singh) 


Here | would like to mention that during the first Anglo Sikh War at Mudki, Satguru Ram Singh, who 
was in the army at the time, threw his gun in the Satluj river and prophesied that the Khalsa will lose 
and the end of the leaderless Khalsa era and its glorious Raj will be diminished for ever. This prophecy 
came true and the Khalsa lost all their battles and the Punjab was annexed to the British Empire. Sri 
Satguru Ram Singh went to Sri Bhaini Sahib where he devoted to deep meditation to prepare for the 
future of the revival of the depleted Khalsa Panth. 


Baba Hardip Singh 


Baba Hardip Singh is a prominent member of the Naurangabad Dera. As mentioned above, during a 
‘Zoom’ session’ to celebrate the martyrdom of Baba Maharaj Singh, he was invited to throw some 
light on the exalted life of Baba Maharaj 
Singh. It is worth mentioning here that our 
Namdhari brother Sukhpal Singh Bhatti 
and his son Rashpal Singh had previously 
met him in Singapore, where a beautiful 
gurdwara stands in his memory, and 
during their meetings it had emerged that , 
Baba Maharaj Singh had twice met Sri 
Satguru. Ram Singh Ji sometimes 
between1844 and 1848. Once in Amritsar 
and secondly in The nme [ent Makearoy Sigh Mewerial in 2000 

Mukatsar during the ‘Maghi’ festival. It was here that Baba Maharaj Singh removed a small ‘Khanda’ 
from his ‘Nihang’ turban and presented it to Sri Satguru Ji. Sri Satguru Ji obligingly accepted it and 
fixed it on his turban, which remained forever adorning his turban. 





The “Khanda’ is an integral part and emblem of the ‘Khalsa’. The launch of the ‘Khalsa Panth’ by Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji in 1699 AD was initiated by administering ‘Pahul’ or ‘Amrit’ prepared with the 
combination of a “Khanda & Bata’ and the recitation of “Banis’ of the Gurus. Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji, 
following the same tradition of Guru Gobind Singh, revived the depleted ‘Khalsa’ by initiating the Sikhs 
with the ‘Khanda Bata Amrit’ and infusing into them the immortal spirit of the “ Sant-Khalsa’ in 1857 
AD., thus fulfilling the prophecy of Guru Nanak, Mein Fer karunga Khalsa, vase vich Panjab’ i.e. | will 
again revitalise the Khalsa living in the Punjab (Karninama of Guru Nanak). 


The mystery of the ‘Khanda’ adorning the turban of Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji has been revealed thanks 
to Baba Hardip Singh Ji and with the benevolence of Sri Satguru Uday Singh Ji, whose undying efforts 
to keep the Namdhari Panth on the same high level of divinity and social brotherhood that was 
nurtured by Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. 
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